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cheapest kind of horse-whip; and, on the larger estates, the overseers are 
required to be generally on horseback. 

Very respectfully, I am, 

Benjamin Harrison. 

[In a letter published subsequently in the Messenger, VI. 
572., Mr. Murray stated facts which showed that he had not 
spoken with much accuracy regarding slave conditions in Vir- 
ginia. He particularly exempted the estates of Shirley, Bran- 
don and Berkeley from his strictures, and instead of "each 
overseer being armed with a cowhide" he could specify only 
one, and it was by no means certain that this overseer was 
not "kidding" him. At any rate he was glad to accept the 
statement of Mr. Harrison that the information imparted to 
him was "probably inaccurate in every particular." 

Mr. Murray was a grandson of Lord Dunraore, the last 
royal governor of Virginia. He visited the United States in 
1834 and performed an extensive tour. His account of his 
travels is marked on the whole by excellent sense and taste; 
though on the slave question, like most English visitors, his 
abhorrence of slavery carried him into misstatements. — Editor.] 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Cheatwood, Chitwood, Chetwood. — Was William Cheat- 
wood, of Powhatan County, mentioned in the Government Cen- 
sus for Virginia in 1790, as head of a family of eight White souls 
in 1783, the father of the following: (i) William Cheatwood, who 
married Mary Cottrell (born in 1776) ; (2) Daniel Cheatwood, 
who married, first, Miss Porter; secondly, Miss Goode, of Am- 
herst County, about 181 1. John Cheatwood, who married Nancy 
Hatcher in Bedford County, in 1808. (3) Joel Chitwood, who 
married Sallie Short. He lived in Bedford County; later in 
Franklin County. (4) Alice Cheatwood, of Bedford County, 
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died a spinster in 1851. (5) Miss Cheatwood, who married 

Pendleton? 

Was William Cheatwood, of Powhatan County, the same Wil- 
liam Cheatwood who appears as Revolutionary soldier from Vir- 
ginia in auditor's accounts, Vol. XVIIL, page 682? In Bedford 
County records the name is frequently spelled Chitwood and 
Cheatwood in the same document. No doubt both forms are 
corruptions of Chetwood or Chetwode. Joel Chitwood appears 
to have been a brother or near relation of the others. — Dr. 
Blanche M. Haines, Three Rivers, Michigan. 

Godwin. — My grandfather's name was Richard Wilkerson, 
Godwin ; he was married to Sarah Lyn Perry in 1840. His death 
occurred at New Orleans during the yellow fever epidemic in 
1867. He had three brothers: William Copeland, Joseph, and 
Thomas Wilkerson Godwin. These were the sons of John A. 
and Lilias Godwin, whose deaths occurred in 1840 and 1845. 
From there back, we know nothing definitely. — Mrs. Senora 
Godwin Patton, North Yakima, State of Washington. 

Todd. — In the Chart of the Todd family, published in 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. III., page 80, 
the line of Betty Todd, daughter of Major William Todd and 
Martha Vicaris, is not carried out. Dr. Charles Henry Todd, of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, writes as follows: "Benjamin Hubbard 
married Elizabeth Todd, daughter of Major William Todd and 
Martha Vicaris, of King and Queen County, Virginia. Their 
daughter, Ann Hubbard, married Col. James Taylor, the mother 
of General James Taylor, of Newport, Kentucky. Elizabeth Todd 
was the sister of Richard Todd, of King and Queen County, Vir- 
ginia, father of Judge Thomas Todd of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
and grandfather of Col. Charles Stewart Todd, Minister to Rus- 
sia. Judge Thomas Todd's mother was Elizabeth Richards, and 
her sister Mildred married the father of William Coleman, of 
Williamsburg, Bursar of the College, and in whose family Judge 
Todd's son, C. S. Todd, stayed while a student of the college 
in i8o7-'o9." ' 
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In Quarterly, Vol. VI., page 244, Col. Hubard gives Mrs. 
Van Voast as authority that his ancestor James Hubard mar- 
ried Ann Todd. Mr. B. B. Minor shows this to be an error in 
Vol. v., page 211. Hubard and Hubbard were two distinct 
families. 

Mathews. — ^Who was the wife of Baldwin Mathews 
(1670-1737) ? I think Mary Bushrod, daughter of Thomas Bush- 
rod and Mary Piersey, widow of Thomas Hill.. Am I correct? 
Who was the wife of Captain Francis Mathews, son of Gov- 
ernor Samuel Mathews? Was Governor Samuel Mathews of 
royal descent? — Mrs. Lister Witherspoon, Versailles, Kentucky. 

Park Smith, of Virginia. — Near Jericho, Henry County, 
Kentucky, is the old John Smith family graveyard, and in it is a 
broken tombstone lying flat on the ground, with the following in- 
scription on it: 

JOHN SMITH 

son of 

PARK SMITH 

of 

VIRGINIA 

DIED 

Dec. 8, 1855 

In the 82111 yr of his age. 

John Smith married Mary Storrs Russell, daughter of Lieu- 
tenant John Russell, of the Revolutionary Army, and they lived 
in Hanover County, Virginia, until 1805, when they removed to 
Henry County, Kentucky. Probably connected with Ballard 
Smith. Information desired in regard to Park Smith and his 
ancestry, also in regard to his wife and her ancestors. — Henry 
Strother, Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Bolling Stark (see Quarterly, IV., 271,) served in many 
high offices of Virginia. He was the son of William and Mary 
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Boiling Stark, and was born September 20, 1733 ; member of the 
Convention of 1775, of the State Council, and State Auditor. 
He died in Richmond in 1788, and his will, dated November 20, 
1787, was proved June 2, 1788, in Henrico County Court, June 
2, 1788. He names the following children: (i) William, to 
whom he gave 2,000 acres out of 5,000 located for him by Col. 
James Harrod on the Ohio; (2) Boiling King, to whom he gave 
another 2,000 acres out of the same grant; (3) Belfield the re- 
maining 1,000 acres; (4) Frances Bland; (5) Ann; (6) Eliza- 
beth; (7) Clarissa Rothery. Legacies of negroes, plate, tobacco, 
stock, cattle, etc. Has a plantation in Sussex County, which he 
leaves to his wife for life, afterwards to go to his son Belfield. 
Mentions Brother Robert in South Carolina. Appoints friends 
Daniel Fisher and Robert Walker and sons William and Belfield 
exor's of his will. Col. Boiling Stark married probably three 
times: (i) Miss Burwell, by whom he had Burwell Stark, of 
Dinwiddle County; (2) Elizabeth Belfield, born in 1732, by 
whom he had the children named in the will, and (3) Ann, 
widow of Hugh Orr, of Williamsburg, whom he married in 1785. 
(Quarterly, XH., 274.) 

Wharton. — Information wanted regarding Col. Samuel 
Wharton of the Revolutionary army. He went to South Caro- 
lina from Fredericksburg, Virginia, where 'he married Maude 
Sullivan, of Charleston. They removed to Laurens District, S. 
C, where they lived and died. They are buried near Waterloo 
in that county. 

Who were Colonel Wharton's parents ? Family tradition says 
his father was Sir George Wharton, who lived in Fredericksburg 
and is buried there.— Mr.f. Peter A. Boyle, No. 1228 Tremont 
Avenue, Davenport, Iowa. 

[A Samuel Wharton is named as son in the will of Charles 
Wharton, of King George County, dated November 13, 1766, and 
proved March 5, 1767. A Charles Wharton is named in the will 
of Samuel Wharton, of Spotsylvania County, in 1738, as brother 
of the testator, and of William Wharton, Zacheus Wharton, and 
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Joseph Wharton. A Samuel Wharton, of Spotsylvania County, 
married Ann Williams, December 6, 1737 (Spotsylvania County 
Records). Also in the same records is a deed (1770) of Joseph 
Wharton, of Orange County, son of Samuel Wharton, of King- 
George, deceased. There is in Spotsylvania County a deed in 
1782 from Garrett Minor, which mentions "Joseph Wharton and 
Mary his wife, and Samuel Wharton his son." — Editor.] 

The Only School of Politics. — There is in the College 
Library a pamphlet of seventy-two pages entitled: "A Syllabus 
of the Lectures Delivered to the Senior Students in the College 
of William and Mary on Government. By John Augustine 
Smith, President and Professor of Moral and Political Philosophy 
in that institution." Published at Philadelphia (1817) by W. 
Fry, Printer. In the Preface is this clause: "From the only 
political chair in the Union the purest principles of republicanism 
should undoubtedly be promulgated." 

This is a statement that no other college in the Union had a 
chair of Government in 1817. The author takes the ground that 
sovereignty resides in the people and cannot be transferred, and 
that governments wield only delegated powers. He considers 
that the right to vote should be bottomed on the possession of 
land. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 



Ancestral Records and Portraits. A compilation from the Archives of 
Chapter I., The Colonial Dames of America. In two volumes. 
The Grafton Press, Publishers. 

The above is the true title of the beautiful volumes, which were 
designated incorrectly in the last issue. They were not a compilation 
from the archives of the "Colonial Dames of America," as stated, but 
from the archives of "The Colonial Dames of America" — a distinct 
organization. The pedigrees are of a high order, and are the work of 
the best genealogists in Maryland. The patriotic ladies of that great 
State have done a most valuable work in recent years in publishing 
correct history. 



